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Along with the General Assembly’s program for the year, this pap 
will give editorial support to the following: 


1. Thorough study and understanding of the best possible plan for 
the union of U. S., USA and United Presbyterians and encouragement of 


all possible joint endeavors. 

2. Intelligent, generous and heart-searching support of the $2,000,- 
000 fund for Negro work and Stillman College. 

3. Stimulation of sound and basically Christian methods of church 
finance and the elimination of money-making enterprises within the 
church. 

4. Study of some of the meanings of Christian vocation and the part 
to be taken by churches, schools, colleges and other institutions and 
agencies in helping find God’s plan for individuals. 

5. Preparation of church members for the most rewarding use of 
the joint Presbyterian hymnal when it is completed. 
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6. Constant alertness to pseudo-patriotic movements and legislation 
that seek to violate our basic democratic rights and privileges. 


7. Defense of the American public school system as fundamental to 
our national life against biased or uninformed attacks which would 


ct 


weaken it. 

8. Keep our church informed of the vast opportunities offered to- 
day for the establishment of churches in growing urban areas. 

9. Support of efforts looking toward a revitalized rural church pro- 
gram and method of procedure. 

10. An effort to define the challenge to the Communist threat in 
dynamic Christian terms. 


11. More widespread understanding of a sound philosophy of Chris: 
tian religious education and the place of ministers and DREs in relation 
to it. 


12. A churchwide realization of the potential value of Montreat in 
its varied service—what it is, what it is becoming and what it can be. 


‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.’’—Zech. 4:6. 














Letters to the Editor 


On the Better Way Than “Money-Making” 





How to Get it Across? 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Today is Dec. 8 and I have just read 
Matt. 6:1-8, as did thousands throughout 
the world today. I was reminded of your 
splendid editorial of Nov. 24 entitled, 
“101 Ways vs. One Way.” 


I feel with you and I believe such ex- 
perts as Community Chest, Red Cross, 
etc. will agree that such efforts are “poor 
business.”” The money raised is small in 
return for the energy expended. My con- 
cern has not been “whether to do,” but 
“why” should such projects have such ap- 
peal to women’s groups. Believing that 
women’s feelings and hearts are more im- 
portant than any “ways or means,” I 
have attempted to arrive at an under- 
standing of “why.” 

First, we women feel a certain resent- 
ment over the fact that we are not money- 
earners. This type of thing has little 
or no appeal to men or business women’s 
groups. We get a sense of well being 
from making money. Thousands of con- 
cerns in our nation know this and they 
pour propaganda to us on how to raise 
money. I think I once got on a sucker 
list. About once a week I got through the 
mail luridly attractive ads on solving all 
money problems through sale of one prod- 
uct or another. 

Secondly, there is that longing in the 
hearts of us all “to be seen of men.” It 
is very real. It is not just the women. 
In all fund-raising we are forced to recog- 
nize that few people are ready to follow 
the command, “But when you give alms, 
do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing.” 


We like to have our handiwork ad- 
mired, our cooking raved over, and 
great publicity made over the amount 
of money we raise. 

Thirdly, it is so difficult to give accept- 
able arguments against such _ projects. 
Women can cite to me how much they 
made on a “Bake Sale,” while I can’t tell 
them about the number of families that 
went without desserts during a period of 
self-denial and thus increased our offering. 
Those who do these things don't talk 
about it, if they really follow the com- 
mand. Nor does the woman who didn’t 
get a new hat this year, or did her iron- 
ing this week, or gave her Christmas 
check. Nor is it easy to explain that God’s 
reward from a sacrificial gift is far better 
than a pat on the back and turkey in the 
tummy. It is a sign of our times. When 
we buy a washing machine, we want a 
year’s supply of soap with it. Often we 
women who sponsor such projects want 
the money for the Lord, the praise of 
men, and a big piece of cake thrown in. 
And so often (not always—it depends on 
the hearts of the individual) we lose our 
reward. 

Because of recent feelings among our 
women on this matter, I could not dis- 
tribute your editorial in our church, 
but wish it could be reprinted in the 
Survey or distributed by our Board of 
Women’s Work. 

To a woman who has done this type 
of thing all her life it comes as a tre- 
mendous emotional shock to realize it is 


a poor use of time. I see no virtue in 
winning my point if in so doing I lose 
my women. 

NAME... 


Copies of Plan of Union Requested 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Would it be possible for me to have the 
250-page book giving the committee’s 
complete plan of union? I would be will- 
ing to pay for same as I am very much 
interested in it. 

OKLAHOMA LAYMAN 


e EDITORS:—Copies of this plan are 
scheduled to be delivered from the office 
of the Stated Clerk, E. C. Scott, Henry 
Grady Bldg., Atlanta 3, Ga., some time 
in January. 


Missourians Want Vote Now 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Regarding your editorial, “The Vote on 
Union” (December 8), you asked for it, 
so here it is. 

I believe that the General Assembly 
ought to vote on union in 1953. If the 
organic union of the Presbyterian bodies 
of America is spiritually conceived as an 
answer to the high priestly prayer of Jesus 
in the 17th chapter of John—I believe it 
is—then no detail in any plan to effect 
such union is great enough to justify our 
separate existence, or so unchangeable, if 





to be beyond 
I feel 
that to delay the vote on union will make 
a future vote dependent upon details of 
the plan rather than upon the spiritual 


weak or objectionable, 
amendment by men of goodwill. 


significance. That’s putting the cart be- 
fore the horse. Organic union is dependent 
upon unity of spirit, not vice versa. Let’s 
put first things first and get a vote which 
will express our spiritual unity. Time 
and conference by men with spiritual 
open-mindedness will take care of details. 
JOHN OLERT, Jr. 
St. Joseph, Mo. 


“Very Best” 


TO THE OUTLOOK 


I consider the treatment of the Sunday 
school lesson by Dr. Ernest Trice Thomp- 
son as the very best help that I can get. I 
teach an adult Bible class and try to make 
thorough preparation. I read a number of 
different “helps” but always save Dr. 
Thompson for last. He states it so clearly 
that I will follow his conclusions if I read 
him first. I do get help from the others 
but his is best. 

W. B. CLEMMONS 
Columbus, Ga. 


One Way 


TO THE OUTLOOK 
Please send me 100 copies of your edi- 
torial, “101 Ways vs. One Way” (OUT- 
LOOK, Nov. 24).... 
W. E. Everueart, Amarillo, Texas 
100... 
H. E. Matirnson, Roberdell, N. C. 
100... 
CHARLEY HARNEST, Raymondville, Texas 


Conference Opens in Travancore 


Ruler of Indian State Makes Opening Address of Welcome 


KOTTAYAM, India (RNS) — The 
third World Conference of Christian 
Youth opened here in a beautifully dec- 
orated Pandal, or meeting hall, built for 
the conference by native Christians. 

More than 300 delegates representing 
Christian youth and student organiza- 
tions of 55 nations heard a speech of wel- 
come from the Rajpramukh of Travan- 
core-Cochin. 

The fact that the welcoming address 
was delivered by the ruler of this In- 
dian state testified to the interest devel- 
oped in South India in the first world 
church meeting held in the area. 


The Rajpramukh credited Christian 
missionaries with helping the people of 
Travancore gain their reputation for high 
standards of education and culture. A 
third of the state’s 12,000,000 citizens 
are Christians. 

Miss Sarah Chakko, one of the six 
presidents of the World Council of 
Churches, urged the delegates to apply 
the conference theme, ‘“‘Christ—the An- 
swer,” to the tensions and problems 


which still separate the peoples of the 
world. 

The conference, which ends Christ- 
mas day, is set up to allow discussion in 
small groups of Christian strategy for 
meeting the world’s needs. With many 
delegates from Asia, the accent is on Far 
Eastern problems. 

Although Travancore has a_ strong 
Communist organization, there has been 
little in the way of public demonstration 
against the conference. 

Observers said the Communists prob- 
ably have been quiet because public 
opinion favors the conference and because 
the government has made it clear it wants 
no incidents. 

Delegates were entertained at the open- 
ing session with a program of Indian 
dances and music that has been in prep- 
aration for some time. 

The Conference is sponsored by the 
World’s Alliance of YMCAs, the World's 
YWCA, the Youth Department of the 
World Council of Churches, the World’s 
Student Christian Federation and the 
World Council of Christian Education. 
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Corporation Gifts 
Are Designated as 
Philanthropic Giant 


Meeting Called by National 
Council Studies Approaches 


Cincinnati (RNS)—A_ philanthropic 
giant, in the form of corporation gifts, 
has arisen in recent years, F. Emerson 
Andrews of the Russell Sage Foundation, 
New York, told 400 churchmen, educa- 
tors and institutional executives at a na- 
tional conference here on wills, annuities 
and special gifts. The conference was 
sponsored by the National Council of 
Churches. 

Mr. Andrews said that corporation 
gifts annually exceed funds collected na- 
tionally by Community Chests. 

“Often this giant gives grudgingly, 
sometimes only under heavy pressure, 
sometimes thoughtlessly and unwisely, 
but at times in well-considered and effec- 
tive ways which no other source could 
match,” he said. 

In 1949, latest year for which govern- 
ment figures are available, Mr. Andrews 
said, corporate gifts were reported at 
$223,000,000, and there is every indica- 
tion that the total will pass $300,000,000 
in 1952. However, he warned against 
any false hopes that great amounts will 
go to religious causes. 

He urged that religious agencies ap- 
proach the “giant” with a better under- 
standing of his attitudes, limitations and 
purposes. 

Of the 537,000 corporations reporting 
contributions in 1948, Mr. Andrews said, 
93 per cent had assets of less than $1,- 
000,000 each. Their gifts amounted to 
$68,000,000, or 1.3 cents for every dol- 
lar of profit. 

Intermediate corporations, with assets 
of $1,000,000 to $100,000,000 each, gave 
53 per cent of the aggregate gifts, or 
$125,000,000, at the rate of eight cents 
on the dollar. Gigantic corporations— 
of more than $100,000,000 assets—gave 
$44,000,000, or 18 per cent, at the rate 
of three cents on the dollar. 

Smaller corporations, Mr. Andrews ex- 
plained, were close to customers and sub- 
ject to pressures, and thus more alert both 
to the advantages of giving and the pen- 
alties for not giving. 








Editors—Twenty-one Presbyterians, U. 
S., at the conference included James G. 





$500 Fine for Bible Burning 

CRESTVIEW, Fla. — (RNS) 
An ordinance prohibiting the burn- 
ing of the new Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible was passed 
by the Crestview city council. 

It was enacted after an evan- 
gelist announced he would publicly 
burn the new Bible version. 

The ordinance prescribed a $500 
fine or 90 days in the city jail for 
offenders. 











Korean Christian Council 
Issues Proposals on War 


Pusan, Korea (RNS)—The Nation- 
al Christian Council of Korea has urged 
United Nations forces to reconsider, 
“from the religious standpoint,” the use 
of new weapons such as the napalm (jel- 
lied gasoline) bomb. 

Measures to protect the lives of inno- 
cent Koreans should “always be heeded,” 
the Council said. 

The proposal was one of three ‘‘sug- 
gestions of Korean Christians” to Presi- 
dent-elect Dwight D. Eisenhower, made 
by the Council to “help lead the Korean 
war to an early and successful end.” 

The Protestant group announced the 
proposals following Gen. Eisenhower’s 
visit to Korea. 

In its second “suggestion,” the Coun- 
cil opposed the withdrawal of UN forces 
from South Korea. 

‘“However,” it said, “extension of the 
current war would require deep consid- 
eration from all points of view.” 

The Council’s third proposal was that 
relief for millions of cold and hungry war 
refugees and orphans be continued and 
increased. The burden should be shared 
by all nations fighting in Korea, the 
churchmen said. 





Patton, Jr., who is chairman of the Na- 
tional Council’s department under whose 
auspices it was held; J. Ross McCain, 
who made the concluding address; P. 
Tulane Atkinson, Hampden-Sydney, Va.; 
Marshall S. Woodson, Red Springs, N.C.; 
Wallace M. Alston, Bob S. Hodges, Jr., 
J. MeD. Richards, Decatur, Ga.; Frank 
H. Caldwell, Herbert S. Chase, W. T. 
McElroy, H. Allan Scott, Louisville; Chas. 
H. Gibboney, G. B. Strickler, Atlanta; 
Walter A. Groves, Claire M. Stewart, Dan- 
ville, Ky.; William W. Hall, Fulton, Mo.; 
Paul M. McCain, Batesville, Ark.; Archie 
G. McKee, M. W. Norfleet, Jr., Richmond, 
Va.; Sam Burney Hay and F. B. Varde- 
man, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


USA Moderator Sends 
Formal Invitation to 
January 6 Service 


Presbyterians in National 
Government Will Meet Early 


Philadelphia (Special)—An invitation, 
signed by Hermann N. Morse, of New 
York, Moderator of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
to attend a Service of Intercession and 
Holy Communion at the National Pres- 
byterian Church, Washington, D. C., Jan. 
6, has been sent from the office of the 
General Assembly here to President Tru- 
man, President-elect Eisenhower, and 
Presbyterians in the national government. 

This service has been regularly attend- 
ed by President Truman each year since 
its inception in January 1949, under the 
leadership of Edward L. R. Elson, pastor 
of National Presbyterian Church. Fre- 
quently the President has been accom- 
panied by members of his cabinet and 
official family. Representatives from 
foreign embassies and civic and religious 
leaders of Washington have also attend- 
ed. The service lifts spiritual needs 
and invokes the divine blessing on the 
nation and those who lead it. 

Following is the text of the invitation: 


To Presbyterians in Our National Govern- 
ment, 

Washington, D. C. 

DEAR FRIENDS: 

It is my privilege to invite you to at- 
tend a Service of Intercession and Holy 
Communion to be held at The National 
Presbyterian Church, Connecticut Avenue 
at N and 18th Streets, N.W., on Tuesday 
morning, January 6, 1953 at 8 o’clock. 
This continues an annual practice which 
has been a source of strength and inspira- 
tion to all who have heretofore partici- 
pated in it. Officiating with me in the serv- 
ice this year will be the Rev. Dr. John R. 
Richardson of Atlanta, Georgia, represent- 
ing the Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., and the Rev. Dr. Edward 
L. R. Elson, pastor of the National Presby- 
terian Church. 

We will approach this service with a 
deep sense of our dependence upon God 
and of our need of the guidance of his 
Spirit. We hold to the ancient faith that 
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the 
Lord.” The continuance of world crisis 
and the many issues involved in the 
change in our national administration im- 
pose upon all citizens and, particularly 
upon all in official positions, a special re- 
sponsibility to seek the highest welfare 
of our own country and of the world in 
righteousness and in a spirit of unity. It 
becomes increasingly clear that the great- 
est problems before us are spiritual prob- 








lems. As we unite in prayer and worship 
we will find strength for the tasks ahead. 


I therefore invite and urge you to share 
with us in this special service on Jan- 
uary 6. I pray that God’s richest bless- 
ings may be yours in your important and 
arduous responsibilities. 


Faithfully yours, 
(Signed) HERMANN N. Morse, 
Moderator. 





Editors—The announcement has been 
made that the Eisenhowers will make the 
National Presbyterian Church their 
church home during the next four years. 


Rep. Harris Says Public Reaction 
Will Speed-up Radio-TV Changes 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—A 
Congressional committee which has been 
investigating the moral content of radio 
and television programs reported here 
that many programs and commercials 
contain offensive matter and give undue 
emphasis to sex, crime, and violence. 


However, the committee recommended 
no legislative measures at the present 
time. It said that the rapidly-growing 
television industry should be given an 
opportunity to develop its promises of 
self-regulation. 

“We appreciate the interest in this 
problem which has been shown by the 
broadcasting industry and the National 
Association of Advertising Agencies,” 
said Rep. Oren Harris (D-Ark.), who 


served as chairman of the special investi- 
gation. 

“The advertisers have recognized that 
some of their methods have not been up 
to the high standards which the radio 
and television industry want to bring 
about and are taking steps to improve pro- 
gram and advertising content. 

“We think a strong and specific public 
reaction will help to speed this up.” 

Strong criticism of crime programs 
which pervade television’s public offer- 
give grumblingly are often very unhappy, 
but those who give cheerfully find God’s 
love and blessing. I think Paul wants 
the Ephesian elders to realize that they 
will be more happy, their lives will be 
fuller, if they give. It has been truly 
said that the only things we really own 
are the things we have given away. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio program, are Holmes 
Rolston, editor-in-chief of the Presbyterian Board of Christian Education, 
and Joseph L. Auten, pastor of Lakeside church, Richmond, Va. 


JESUS’ “TOUCH ME NOT” 


When Christ said to Mary after 
he rose from the dead, “Touch 
me not for I have not ascended 
to my Father,” what did he mean 
or why did he say it? 


ROLSTON: 
question. The 


This is a very difficult 
commentaries give dif- 


ferent points of view about it. I think, 
however, that there are some things 
about it which are clear. In the first 


place, when Christ says, “I have not yet 
ascended to my Father,” he clearly refers 
to the fact that he is now in the period 
between the resurrection and the ascen- 
sion, and when he says, “Touch me not” 
(a better translation of that is, “Do not 
hold me”) he means not to continue hold- 
ing on to him. ‘The question is what 
is the relationship between these two. I 
think the basic thing is that is there is 
a difference between the resurrection life 
of Christ and his life while he was here on 
earth. Mary is the first person to see 
him. She probably thinks he will con- 
tinue with her as he did in the days of 
his flesh. She must learn that he is now 
in his resurrection body, that his appear- 


4 


ances will be temporary and fleeting, and 
then he will disappear, that he will ap- 
pear enough to prove himself alive by 
many infallible proofs, but that the life 
which he now lives is quite different from 
the life he has known when he was in the 
days of his flesh. 


MORE BLESSED TO GIVE 

Where in the Bible is it record- 
ed that Jesus said, It is more 
blessed to give than to receive? 
And what does it mean? 


AUTEN: The statement appears in 
Acts 20:35. Paul is giving his farewell 
instructions to his elders at Ephesus. He 
has just reminded them how he served 
them and the Christians of Asia Minor 
and he is now speaking to a group of 
consecrated leaders of the church. He 
reminds them of these words of Jesus. I 
think we have a clue to their meeting in 
Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians 
where he wrote, “God loveth a cheerful 
giver.” Jesus’ words as Luke records 
them are also helpful: “Give and it shall 
be given unto you.” It is not someone 
who gives promiscuously who is blessed 
in the way indicated here. Those who 





ings was voiced by the Congressional 
group. 

“From the record and from personal 
observation,” the report said, “the com- 
mittee believes that there is entirely too 
much emphasis upon crime programs and 
that too much air time is being devoted 
to such programs. 

“The fact that radio and television crime 
programs attempt to show in their con- 
clusions that crime does not pay and that 
the criminal is always brought to justice, 
does not in the least affect the committee’s 
feelings that crime shows are not suitable 
subjects for children’s programs or for 
programs that are so timed that they are 
likely to be watched with some degree of 
regularity by children.” 

With respect to offensive advertising 
matter the committee said that public re- 
action in the form of letters can be of 
more help than regulation by law. 

“In this connection, individual expres- 
sions of praise for good advertising might 
be of equal, if not greater value, than 
criticisms of offensive commercials and 
crude methods of advertising,” the com- 
mittee asserted. It said that advertisers 
basically want to please the public and 
react quickly to praise. 


Code Corrects Dress 


The committee reported that com- 
plaints concerning offensive dress by fem- 
inine television entertainers have fallen 
off sharply since networks started putting 
their code into effect. Suggestive stories 
and situations in plays also are being 
reduced, it added. 

“The unique position of television (as 
a medium of home entertainment) ,” the 
committee warned, “may bring about the 
result that performances or discussions 
which might be acceptable in motion pic- 
ture theaters, on the legitimate stage, in 
books, magazines, or the daily press 
might be considered offensive when pre- 
sented on television, particularly at pe- 
riods when children customarily watch 
television programs.” 

On the whole, the committee said it 
feels the problem of government censor- 
ship is so complex that it is preferable 
at present to let the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission deal with complaints 
against specific programs on a “case” 
basis, while waiting to see whether the 
industry, with the help of public opin- 
ion, will clean itself up. 

In this connection, Congressman Har- 
ris said that “in the opinion of some 
witnesses Congress lacks the authority 
to enact rigid laws of censorship as to 
what may be presented on radio or tele- 
vision.” | 

“We do not gd along with this view,” 
he said. “We believe the Constitution 
gives Congress whatever authority it 
needs to curb anything offensive or in- 
jurious to public morals from entering 
the domain of interstate commerce.” 
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e In their concern for “safe” men, can presbyteries overlook something that might be even more important? 


To Walk Lightly Among the Wolves 


HE PRESBYTERY of which I’m 

a member, like all the presbyteries 
of the Synod of South Carolina, made 
this fall a special evangelistic effort. As 
I observed the recent meeting of this pres- 
bytery, I wondered what good news, what 
evangel it would proclaim. 

I admit that a meeting of presbytery, 
a “church court,” shows religious leaders 
at far from their best. For courts are 
concerned primarily with justice, and 
what has religion to do with justice? 
Something, of course. Churches have to 
conduct themselves justly, or they fall to 
pieces; they have to fight for justice in 
the world, or they wither away. But for 
a meeting of churches to become only a 
court is to permit that meeting to remain 
upon the human level. 

As we rise above that level, we 
find ourselves in a world where 
justice is not the answer. This 
was the great conclusion at which 
Jeb arrived. 

Perhaps we should not expect the meet- 
ing of a church court to be a religious 
meeting. Yet the same men who meet 
there will be the ones who lead any evan- 
gelistic campaign; and I must say, regret- 
fully, that I don’t see where the members 
of this court are leading. 


Trying to Hold On 

Apparently, they are trying to hold 
their ground. This appeared most clear- 
ly in the examination of a preacher who 
was entering the presbytery. For the 
most part, the preachers did the talking; 
the elders, apparently, acquiesced. (I 
was merely a guest, not a member of the 
court. ) 

I was struck, first, with the intellectual 
content of the questions. What did the 
incoming preacher believe? Belief, of 
course, is an inclusive word; and belief 
in is often synonymous with faith. Be- 
lief that is something else again; it may 
be very important, but I don’t think it 
is religiously very important. The Bible 
says truly that “Out of the heart proceed 
the issues of life,” not out of the head. 
The modern world has got where it has 
got—up and down—by an over-emphasis 
upon the head. The church, especially 
the Protestant church, most especially the 
Presbyterian church, has trusted the head. 
In our emphasis upon an educated min- 
istry—and I believe in it—we have for- 
gotten Mark Twain’s comment: “The 
trouble with education is that a lot of it 


*Mr. Dabbs is a Presbyterian elder in 
Mayesville, S. C. 
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ain’t so.” I think we sometimes spoil 
good men by the education we give them: 
we take their potentially liberal, faith- 
full spirits and cramp them within iron 
bars. 


Explanations Are Secondary 


I know it is easy to ask a man what he 
believes; I also remember Saint Paul’s 
saying that a man should be able to give 
a reason for his faith. But this is exact- 
ly where we err. The reason for our faith 
is not some creedal statement; the reason 
for our faith is our total experience of 
life; the creedal statement is merely a way 
of explaining this to ourselves. Life is 
primary, explanations are secondary. 
Those men belong with us who experience 
life, and live it, as we do. In the parable 
of the Last Judgment, those men were 
justified who acted in the spirit of Jesus; 
the fact that they never said, or even un- 
derstood, that they were so acting was 
immaterial. In fact, they said they had 
never heard of Jesus. By your fruits, 
he said, you are justified. 


I am not saying that a man can 
be saved by works alone. There 
is no such thing as works alone: 
all works are colored by the spir- 
it that performs them. 


I was struck again with the emphasis 
upon keeping the same mind; upon men- 
tal changelessness. “Have you changed 
your mind since you were ordained?” 
“Tf you ever change your mind, will you 
be honest enough to tell us so?” 


Now, I suppose the questioners meant, 
Change your mind upon fundamental 
matters. But what are fundamental mat- 
ters? The mind does not deal with 
fundamental religious matters. My total 
attitude toward life is a fundamental 
matter. Whether I face life with trust 
or fear is a fundamental matter. Wheth- 
er I sense, with Jesus, something of the 
love of God or in despair shut my eyes 
before the rising sun is a fundamental 
matter. But there aren’t many such mat- 
ters; many matters of life and death; and 
I doubt if the brain has much to do with 
any of them. The brain attempts to ex- 
plain for us why the world feels as it 
does to us; what matters is how the world 
feels. Explanations change with the 
times; the mind changes; the heart that 
has found God rests in him. 


Ah, we moderns! we Presbyterians! 
we take the mind too seriously. “Out of 
the heart proceed the issues of life.” 

This emphasis upon the mind, this 
stress upon absolute affirmation and de- 
nial, leads to cocksureness, and to dog- 
matism in its worst sense. I know that 
some scientists too have become dogma- 
tists; but this is not the temper of science; 
and, so far as our young people are 
touched by science, this is not their tem- 
per. The scientist stands humbly before 
life, trying to find out what is there. 

I seem to remember that the re- 
ligious man too is cautioned to 
walk humbly before his God. 

The emphasis upon keeping an un- 
changed mind is a backward-looking em- 
phasis, and is intended as a defensive 
measure. One preacher at our meeting 
of presbytery—and I will say in fairness 
that I think he was among a very small 
minority—wanted to go all the way back 
to hell-fire. “The Bible says there is 
this world, there is heaven, and there is 
hell. I think we ought to know what this 
man [the incoming preacher] thinks 
about hell.” 

If you’re going to preach the hell-on- 
earth we’ve made, I’m in favor of it; and 
there is at hand the material for a thou- 
sand sermons. Though I don’t know 
what such preaching will do for religion, 
it may frighten some people into decency. 
It is the dream of Christianity, however, 
that men should behold the face of the 
Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ; and you can’t frighten anybody 
into that. You’ve got to lure them, as 
Jesus lured them, by the face of love. 


No Spirit of Adventure 

I was struck, finally, with the defen- 
siveness of the general attitude displayed. 
The happy spirit of adventure simply was 
not there. We must remind ourselves that 
the adventurous spirit is happy and re- 
laxed, not tense and violent. The true 
adventurer is one who goes forth in con- 
fidence, believing that upon the rugged 
terrain of this world great discoveries are 
to be made and great joys experienced. 
But the presbytery in question seemed 
aware chiefly of the dangers. Comment- 
ing upon the examination of the incom- 
ing minister, one preacher said, particu- 
larly for the benefit of the elders he said, 
“Don’t be afraid, brethren. We are not 
going to let any dangerous men in.” 

Suppose Jesus had applied for admis- 
sion. . . . Would they have let him in? 

Was there ever a time when, from the 
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point of view of the average, habitual 
man, Christians were not dangerous? 
What, then, is the good news, what is 
the evangel that at least this presbytery 
is proclaiming? It seems to me that the 
best it has to offer is the promise of en- 
trance into a safe sheepfold. , 
There are two things wrong with this. 
First, no sheepfold will long remain safe 
among the ravening wolves of the world. 


From the Week of Prayer Topics 


Second, who but the tired, the timid, the 
frightened, will accept such an invita- 
tion? (The church should indeed wel- 
come the weary, but it should not set it- 
self up as a rest home for the aged.) 

We lament the fact that we are not 
getting outstanding young people. What 
do we expect? Outstanding young people 
respond to the bright face of danger, and 
simply are not interested in coming like 





sheep to a fold. Doubtless, like all of 
us, they desire companionship; and they 
will unite with us if they believe we can 
offer them a task which will demand the 
best they have; their minds too; and the 
responsibility to change them when the 
facts demand it. But we cannot offer 
them such a task until we possess more 
of the daring spirit of Jesus, who himself 
walked lightly among the wolves. 


The Inner Cost of Prayer 


Scripture Readings: Ps. 51:1-12; 66:18; 
Isa. 1:15-18; 6:1-8; Matt. 5:8. 


HEN Isaiah “saw the Lord high 

and lifted up” with his glory filling 
the temple, the instinctive rebound in his 
soul was the cry, “Woe is me, for I am 
a man of unclean lips.” Whenever we 
draw near to Christ in prayer, we become 
sensitized to all that is not Christlike in 
our lives. Prayer, by its very nature as 
communion with God, always confronts 
us with a moral demand. Our lives must 
be adjusted to God through Christ, if 
we would truly commune with him in 
prayer. 

If we desire truly to pray, we must 
renounce sin, for God and sin cannot 
co-exist. Sin is enmity against God. It 
is the choosing of our will as over against 
his will. “It is,” says Teresa of Avila, 
“as if we said: ‘Lord, I know full well 
this action displeases you, yet I shall do 
it, none the less. I am not aware that 
your eyes see it. I know perfectly well 
you do not want it, but I will rather fol- 
low my bent and fancy, than your will.’ ” 
Sin expels God from our souls. We are 
thus left in a godless universe—alone, 
alienated, hopeless, and cut off. 


God Is Not Angry 


It is not that God is angry with us 
in the sense that his will is turned against 
us. His grace is eternal. He suffers 
in the knowledge of what sin is doing 
tous. It is rather that God’s will is con- 
trary to our will. He is moving in the 
direction determined by his holy wisdom. 
We are going counter to this direction. 
We disturb the divine order, and God, 
by his very nature, must be against us 
until we turn in answer to his grace and 
flow along with his holy will. It is in 
this sense that Isaiah truly speaks for 
God in saying: “When ye make many 


*Minister, Hyde Park Community Meth- 
odist Church, Cincinnati. This is one of 
the daily prayer topics prepared for the 
January 4-11 Universal Week of Prayer, 
sponsored by the Department of Evange- 
lism of the National Council of Churches. 
Copies of the booklet may be secured at 
15¢. 297 Fourth Ave., N. Y. 10 
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prayers, I will not hear. . . . Wash you, 
make you clean; put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes.” 
(Isa. 1:15-16.) 

Now that we are desirous of entering 
into a closer communion with him in 
prayer, we see that the condition of this 
spiritual advance is the facing up to the 
sins and failures of our lives and the res- 
toration through his saving grace of our 
relationship to him as our Heavenly 
Father. 

If then we would seek to know God 
in prayer, we must begin by sincere self- 
examination. When we begin to see our- 
selves as God sees us, then we must call 
for his redeeming or cleansing grace. 
Most of us who are engaged now in this 
spiritual retreat are Christians and mem- 
bers of the church. When we were con- 
verted, our love caused us to turn from 
sin to Christ. But the process of deliv- 
erance from sin is not usually completed 
at conversion. It takes a moment to be 
born, but it takes a lifetime to grow. 
“We cannot become perfect in a day.” 
Throughout our Christian life we are 
called to grow in grace and in the knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ. 


Let Us Face the Facts 


With rugged honesty and searching 
sincerity, let us now conduct a self-ex- 
amination. Socrates said, “Know thy- 
self.” We shall find this difficult busi- 
ness. Our motivations are hidden even 
from ourselves. We have grown accus- 
tomed to covering over our failures. We 
have rationalized concerning our sins, 
With the help of the leading of the Holy 
Spirit we must see the hidden points of 
failure within ourselves. 

We must, then, ask Christ to cleanse, 
forgive, and remake our lives. We must 
embark upon a more earnest response to 
the will of Christ now and through all 
the days that stretch out ahead. As our 
pride is controlled, we shall then learn 
to walk humbly with Christ. As we deny 


self, we shall be prepared to follow him. 
As we detach ourselves from vain and 
foolish thoughts and from inordinate love 
of things and possessions, and from bond- 
age to the delusions of the flattery of men, 
we shall discover that we have lost our- 
selves in order to find ourselves in a high- 
er companionship with Christ. 


Toward Spiritual Progress 


In our next major devotional period 
plan for a spiritual self-examination— 

We place ourselves consciously in the 
Presence of God by offering this sequence 
of three Acts of Devotion—an Act of 
Worship, an Act of General Confession, 
an Act of Invocation. We shall never 
see the shadows on our own lives until 
we look at Christ who is the Light of 
the World. As we worshipfully turn 
toward him and fill our hearts with the 
sense of his nearness, as we open our 
hearts in his very presence with complete 
honesty, and as we ask the help of his 
Spirit to lead us and guide us in this 
experience, we shall have prepared our- 
selves for soul-searching. 

We make a general self-examination. 
We repeat the following General Con- 
fession: 

“Almighty God, Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge 
of all men, we acknowledge and bewail 
our manifold sins and wickedness, which 
we from time to time most grievously have 
committed, by thought, word, or deed, 
against thy Divine Majesty. We do ear- 
nestly repent; and are heartily sorry for 
these our misdoings; the remembrance of 
them is grievous unto us. Have mercy 
upon us, have mercy upon us, most merci- 
ful Father, forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

Then in prayerful meditation, we con- 
sider, first, our words: Do my words al- 
ways have the accent of the spirit of 
Christ? Before I repeat any gossip or 
morsel of news that I have heard, do I 
challenge it with a three-fold test: Is it 
true? It is necessary? Is it kind? 
Have I made it a practice to speak the 
word that Christ would have me speak 
to help other people? 
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Do Others Think of Christ? 


Next, examine your actions: Do my 
actions remind people of Christ? Is 
there anything which I have done which 
fills me with a sense of shame and guilt? 
Have I today done one thing which is 
specifically the sort of thing that Jesus 
would do? Have I side-stepped plain 
duty or avoided difficult service? 

Now we examine our thoughts: Have 
I harbored evil thoughts or dallied with 
temptation? Has my soul been corroded 
with emotions of anger, resentment, jeal- 
ousy, envy, or fear? Have I really kept 
my thoughts Christ-centered. 

Then we check up on our relationships 
with other people. Have I been a bring- 
er of joy and peace in my home, in my 
office, in my chance contacts? Has my 
influence unconsciously flowed out in a 
Christlike spirit? Have I been sym- 
pathetic, tolerant, kind? 

Finally, we check up on our habits. 
What good new habits have I initiated? 
What tendencies have a grip on me that 


They Said 


An annual review of interesting and 
significant statements published 
in these columns during 1952 


Lack of Community 


The lack of community in today’s 
church merits much of the criticism 
levelled by those outside. The church 
roster shows a far greater proportion of 
passengers than crew members. Bicker- 
ing, backbiting, jealousies, prejudice, pet- 
tiness, gossip—these things and others be- 
tray the lack of Christian community in 
many American churches today. The 
very attractiveness, richness, warmth and 
enthusiasm of an_ honest-to-goodness 
Christian community would be one of 
the greatest evangelizing influences imag- 
inable, aside from the wonderful Chris- 
tian laymen it would produce to carry 
that evangelism into the world around 
them.—W. Jack Lewis, Outlook, Jan. 
7, 1952. 


* * * 


Whence Come They? 


What is the root of the corruption now 
in public life? . . . The root of the com- 
mercial lie, the public, the official, the 
international lie, is in the homes and 
schools from which come the falsifiers 
. . . Unhappy the nation where even the 
“educated” classes are bred up to false- 
hood, the society where lies are popular, 
easy and highly paid—KeEnNnetH J. 
ForEMAN, Jan. 7. 
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I can hardly break? What habits does 
Christ want me now to change? 


The Central Batile 


Particular examination. Now we turn 
our attention to a search for our most 
characteristic failing, weakness, or sin. 
Where is our central battle? Let us iso- 
late it and look at it. Let us consider it 
in Christ’s presence. Then let us resolve 
to attack this one failing with all our 
power and with all his grace. For the 
next week we might examine ourselves as 
to this weakness when we have our morn- 
ing devotion, our brief noontime prayer, 
and our vesper devotions. In each of 
these let us go back over the day, hour 
by hour, and see whether or not we have 
been able, with God’s help, to win vic- 
tories and make real progress. 

We might well end our examination 
with a prayer asking Christ’s pardon and 
with new resolutions that are definite and 
concrete. Then we reach out to receive 
Christ’s forgiving and renewing and rise 
in the clean strength of our new purpose. 


Something! 


Antis Do Wrong Things 


Those who take their bearings chiefly 
from ‘“‘anti-Communism” do all the 
wrong things. They help to perpetuate 
the very evils which give rise to Com- 
munism. They endanger the freedom 
which they may claim to treasure in the 
process of repressing Communism. . 
Communist power . . . comes from hav- 
ing an idea that seems to fit the needs 
and aspirations of many nations. Only 
an alternative program for meeting those 
needs and aspirations can undercut the 
power of Communism.—JouHn C. BEN- 
NETT, Jan. 14. 


* * * 


Irrelevant? 


One of the great problems the 
church must face is that of race. 
Until we can meet that problem, 
we are irrelevant to our time; and 
no one will look to us.—Tracey 
Jones, Jr., Jan. 14. 


* * * 


Fellowship Is a Result 


Fellowship is often a misunderstood 
idea. No one can go out and deliberately 
“have some fellowship.” Fellowship is 
not a thing to be found and possessed. It 
is a result... . So in the church. We 
must pray together, study the Bible to- 
gether, be taught together, bring our chil- 
dren to church together to supplement the 
training that we as parents are giving 


them in the home, build and support a 
challenging budget together, take care of 
orphans together, project the services of 
the church into the mission fields near by 
and far away together, and engage to- 
gether in the relief of needy mankind.— 
S. J. PATTERSON, JR., Jan. 14. 


* * * 


For Women Officers 


May I offer a challenge to the 
church as a whole? That is, to 
give to her women a place on the 
governing and policy-making 
boards of our church. Women 
have stood shoulder to shoulder 
with men in the work of the 
church, they have proven their 
ability in the courts and legisla- 
tive bodies of our states and na- 
tion. Surely they are ready for 
such recognition from their 
church—Mrs. A. P. Jones, Jan. 
14. 


* * * 


Where Are the Missionaries? 


The church will be concerned and dis- 
appointed to learn that out of 133 grad- 
uates from our four theological sem- 
inaries, in the Class of 1951, only seven 
have registered their decisions to become 
foreign missionaries. . . . Are our mis- 
sionaries failing to pass on the fire? Is 
our Board of World Missions failing to 
put the challenge up to each generation 
of students? Have pastors and Sunday 
school teachers of the past 20 years for- 
gotten how to awaken the imagination 
and latent heroism of boys and girls for 
whom they are responsible? Have par- 
ents been reluctant to “give of their sons 
to bear the message glorious” ?—FRANK 
A. Brown, Jan. 21. 


* * * 


We See It But They Don’t 


While we in North America are con- 
scious of having everything to lose from 
the advance of Communism, ninety per 
cent of the people in Asia are not now 
conscious of having much to lose from 
Communism.—JOHN C. BENNETT, Jan. 
21. 

* * * 


Christians Must Be Prepared 


When the Communist tyranny 
passes from a nation, there will 
be a new spiritual situation which 
the church must prepare itself 
to meet. Ancient crusts will have 
been broken. The many conver- 
sions to Communism may dispel 
the notion that the adherents of 
some religions are almost im- 
mune to conversion. Aspirations 
will have been kindled that only 
Christ can fulfill—John C. Ben- 
nett, Jan. 28. 
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EDITORIAL 


They Did Something in 1952! 

Looking back over the reports of sig- 
nificant efforts and achievements of many 
people and groups during the past year, 
we like to direct particular attention to 
many of those observed within and be- 
yond our denominational bounds. Like 
these: 

THE COMMITTEE on the Minister 
and His work for the Assembly made a 
highly important study of Manses and 
called for congregations to provide ade- 
quately for the minister’s living quarters. 

WEST MEMPHIS church people rose 
up in an effective effort which caused a 
previously granted race track franchise to 
be revoked. 

IN ELIZABETHTOWN, Ky., min- 
isters, members and young people showed 
what can be done when community forces 
unite to present the Christian claims to 
all young people of high school age. 

NORFOLK ministers unanimously de- 
clared that they would not participate in 
another of their famous and highly suc- 
cessful preaching missions until they 
could conduct them without racial segre- 
gation. 


LEADING Presbyterian young people 
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took significant places in the nationwide 
“Call” to Christian youth to join forces 
to make their witness and service a vital 
force in their communities. 

UNITED Presbyterians, having voted 
in their presbyteries 777-216 in favor of 
an American Presbyterian union, with 
only four out of 46 presbyteries having 
an opposing majority, joined whole- 
heartedly in revising an overall plan and 
were so cooperative and enthusiastic that 
before the year’s end the drafting com- 
mittee had completed its work. 

AUSTIN College took the lead in an 
effort to abolish all subsidies for athletes. 

THE HYMNAL committee, preparing 
a joint book for six Presbyterian denom- 
inations made excellent progress during 
the year, with large areas of agreement 
already recorded. 

GERALD MONSMAN, Baltimore 
elder, and like minded citizens made 
fruitful efforts to encourage Christian 
people to fulfill their civic obligations— 
and as Christians. 

CHAPLAINCY responsibilities for 
U. S., USA and United Presbyterians in 
relation to the armed forces will be ad- 
ministered jointly, thanks to the vision 
of the responsible agencies in the three 
churches. 

HIGHER EDUCATION leaders, 
serving on a committee, presented a re- 
port to the General Assembly which calls 
for penetrating action in all synods and 
colleges. : 

CHARLESTON (W. Va.) First 
church people set a high standard in en- 
tertaining a General Assembly in air 
conditioned comfort and with elaborate 
preparations. 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY voted 
a $2 million campaign for Negro work; 
took a strong Presbyterian stand on 
church property; asked for a basic study 
of Montreat College; began a long-range 
study of missions policies and opportuni- 
ties; approved important cooperative 
work in stewardship and evangelism with 
USA and United Presbyterians. 

JAPANESE Press Association leaders 
selected Mrs. L. C. M. Smythe as the 
first non-Japanese and the first woman 
ever to receive the Medal of Merit award. 

EIGHT SEWANEE faculty members 
served notice of their resignation in view 
of a trustees’ ruling forbidding the at- 
tendance of Negro students. Thirteen 
Episcopal bishops issued a joint state- 
ment interpreted as supporting their po- 
sition. 

DALLAS’ Texas League Eagles broke 
the color line in professional baseball in 
that state by opening the roster to any 
man who can make the team. 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH broke 
previous records by making a “Birthday 
Offering” of $149,821 for Stillman Col- 
lege and Sunday school extension. 

WESTERN KENTUCKY Presbyte- 





rian men of the USA and U. S. churches 
joined forces and formed a common or- 
ganization, with the approval of their 
respective presbyteries. 

NORTH CAROLINA’S Council of 
Churches made possible a highly signifi- 
cant ministry to its migrant workers dur- 
ing harvest seasons. 

TENNESSEE Presbyterians, through 
their Pan-Presbyterian Council, are con- 
stantly enlarging the area of cooperation 
in important efforts. 

ALABAMA Synod voted that no in- 
stitution it supports shall discriminate 
“against any child because of the cir- 
cumstances surrounding its birth.” 

W. Z. STULTZ, generous benefactor 
in life, left, at his death, approximately 
$200,000 each to Queens and Davidson 
Colleges, the Barium Springs orphanage 
and the Methodist Children’s Home in 
Winston-Salem, and to the Myers Park 
church of Charlotte. 

SOUTH CAROLINA Synod, aided 
by Columbia Seminary students and 
faculty, conducted a statewide simulta- 
neous evangelistic effort with more than 
1,000 members received by about one- 
third of the churches which reported up 
to Dec. 1. 

JOHN M. ALEXANDER and asso- 
ciates did highly significant work in help- 
ing start radio programs for the missions 
in Brazil. 

J. McD. RICHARDS, Columbia Sem- 
inary president, issued strong denuncia- 
tions of pre-election efforts to inject re- 
ligious and racial prejudice in the Geor- 
gia campaign. 

PASTORS groups in many areas set 
themselves to stem the tide of the vast 
commercialization of the Christmas sea- 
son—with only slight effect thus far. 

SOUTHWESTERN at Memphis con- 
tinued its pioneering program with no- 
table offerings in its adult education ef- 
fort, meeting an enthusiastic response. 

PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COL- 
LEGE won accreditation by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. 

FRIENDS of Union Seminary in Vir- 
ginia, in a five-year effort for $2,500,- 
000, rallied to the cause and raised more 
than $2,000,000 the first year. 

GEORGIA church leaders set up a 
state council of churches with Stuart R. 
Oglesby as the first president, looking 
toward more effective cooperation. 

BASIC studies of the rural church and 
its opportunity in North Carolina were 
made by Ralph A. Felton for the synod’s 
committees. 

DAVIDSON College boasted its tenth 
Rhodes Scholar since 1903 in Hubert N. 
Cannon. 

+ = 
NOW—please tell us what you think 
should be added, for omissions are in- 
evitable. 
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ONE VIRTUE IS A LONELY THING 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and 
anise and cummin, and have omitted the 
weightier matters of the law.’’—Mat- 
thew 23:23. 


RE VIRTUES like pearls? A pearl 

is a pearl wherever it is, in an oyster 
or a necklace. Is a virtue a virtue wher- 
ever it is? 

Of course not. To begin with, some 
“virtues” are such only when attached 
to something that is really good. For 
example: reliability is not necessarily 
good. A habitual criminal, an incurable 
criminal, is just a reliably bad person. 
He will never be good, even by accident. 
You can count on his being bad always 
and under all circumstances. His very 
reliability just means keeping on in the 
same habit-paths. If the paths are good, 
reliability is most desirable. If the paths 
are evil, then reliability only makes the 
bad man worse. He never even takes a 
vacation from his sins. 

The same thing can be said of dili- 
gence, industry, the habit of doing with 
the greatest energy whatever one does. 
God is surely diligent; to imagine a lazy 
God borders on blasphemy. But the 
devil is not lazy either. He is no doubt 
more industrious than any of us. Dili- 
gence is neither good nor bad in itself. 
Diligence in evil makes the evil worse; 
diligence in good makes the good better. 
It is like asking: Will two coats of paint 
make a surface more beautiful? It de- 
pends on what the color is. Two coats of 


a vile color are that much harder to scrape 
off. 


ESIDES these “boosters” or inten- 

sifiers, quite neutral in themselves, 
there are actual and real virtues which 
are always virtuous, and yet which are 
pretty lonely by themselves. Take sin- 
cerity, for example. When it is not sim- 
ply a booster-virtue like reliability, it 
is a real virtue. Middleton Murray has 
even said, ‘‘Christ would rather be denied 
by a true man than confessed by a liar.” 
Jesus himself, you recall, told a story of 
two sons, one of whom said “I go” and 
went not, while the other said “I go not” 
but went. There is no question which 
one Jesus praised. Nevertheless, sinceri- 
ty by itself is a lonely thing. A man who 
serves a bad cause with all his heart does 
more harm than a man who serves the bad 
cause with only half his heart. Tor- 
quemada was conspicuously and devas- 
tatingly evil just because he was so sin- 
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cere a prosecutor. Today the “free 
world” misunderstands and under-rates 
the power of Communism because we are 
always thinking, “They can’t mean it.” 
But they do mean it. Marx, Engels, 
Lenin, Stalin and Mao are men in earn- 
est, the most sincere and unsmiling 
earnest. Sincerity, without accompani- 
ment from a large enough chorus of other 
virtues, sings out of tune. 

Or take cheerfulness. We all prefer 
“‘sleek-headed men, and such as sleep 0’ 
nights” to some Cassius with his “lean 
and hungry look.” Cheerfulness, or call 
it hope, is a virtue in anybody’s book. 
But by itself it is mighty feeble. Indeed 
it can be downright annoying in the per- 
son of a Pollyanna who is determined to 
be cheerful with reason or without it; or 
of a selfish person who goes barging 
cheerfully through others’ plans with 
never a thought for how they may feel 
about it. Paul knew what he was talk- 
ing about when he said, “Weep with those 
who weep.” The idiot who persists in 
being cheerful in all companies is a per- 
son whose presence we do not cherish. 

Honesty is another clear example of a 
virtue which is feeble when alone. The 
late regime in China was notoriously dis- 
honest. It was so hard to find an incor- 
ruptible official, high or low, that the gov- 
ernment had lost the confidence of the 
people some time before it actually fell. 
It was succeeded by a regime that is most 
scrupulously honest in financial matters; 
graft is punished promptly and severely. 
The government leans over backward to 
be without suspicion on this score .. . 
but the people, it seems, do not love it. 
While financial honesty has arrived, it 
has not brought happiness, because when 
it arrived, too many other virtues took 
their flight. 


CHRISTIAN can never write about 

virtue from any angle, and leave 
love out. Is not love an exception to the 
rule that one virtue is a lonely thing? 
Is not love the greatest thing in the 
world, is not love divine? Is it not 
therefore the all-sufficient virtue? Does 
it not by itself compensate for everything 
else, including all other forms of good- 
ness ? 

No, and Yes. It depends on what you 
mean by “love.” The word has at least 
two principal meanings. One is the pos- 
sessive, desiring, absorbing kind of love, 
the seed-bed of jealousy, the love that 
cannot share the beloved object and 
which in loving another really loves it- 
self. Now this kind of love has a better 


aspect, and a real place in life, with all 
due respects to the moralists and theo- 
logians who would deny it; but that is 
another story. At any rate, when this 
kind of love is in the picture, it can be 
just as lonely a virtue as any other. Who 
has not known some possessive mother, 
eager and watchful for her children’s 
welfare, yet quite ready to lie and steal 
on their behalf? Who has not encounter- 
ed some family, devoted to one another, 
yet collectively selfish, clannish, a tight 
little circle with all its love shut in, none 
flowing out? Who has not heard of the 
Cardinal who wished at last that he had 
served his God with half the zeal he 
served his king—a Cardinal whose loy- 
alty to his king shut out a nobler devo- 
tion? This virtue, like the rest, needs 
company, or else it may turn from bless- 
ing into menace. 

But the other meaning of “love” is 
what Paul names and describes in I 
Corinthians 13. It is outflowing, out- 
going, its desire is to share and not to 
hold. It is not demanding nor possessive, 
it gives and forgives. This is the kind 
Paul meant when he called love the link 
of the perfect life. But the great feature 
of this kind of love is that it never ap- 
pears alone. If you see love as a soli- 
tary virtue, it is never this God-like kind. 
Neither in God nor in man is this love 
barren and alone. If it were alone in the 
universe, it could not remain so. Other 
virtues need company; divine love 
creates virtues. 

The beautiful, the true, the good, were 
from the beginning; but it was Love that 
created them all. 


FOR US the great men are not those 
who solved the problems, but those who 
discovered them.—Albert Schweitzer. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


N.C. Colleges Unite 
For Joint Fund Appeal 





North Carolina News Letter 


The North Carolina Foundation of 
Church-Related Colleges, whose purpose 
will be to approach business and indus- 
try for funds, was formally organized at 
a meeting recently in Winston-Salem. 
Seventeen of the state’s smaller church- 
related colleges joined to form the group. 
Five others were awaiting formal action 
by their boards of trustees to become 
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members. Sixty per cent of the funds 
collected are to be distributed on an 
equal basis among all member colleges, 
and the rest on the basis of enrollment. 
President A. R. Keppel, of Catawba 
College, Salisbury, N. C., was elected 
chairman of the Foundation. 


“Regular” Baptists Condemn 
Bible Burning Exhibition 

Baptist leaders throughout North Car- 
olina who work through their usual 
channels were vigorous in their condem- 
nation of the Bible-burning incident led 
by Luther M. Hux, of the Temple Bap- 
tist church, Rocky Mount. They pointed 
out that Mr. Hux and his church were 
not in regular standing in their coopera- 
tive associations. R. A. Ellis, of Salis- 
bury, president of the state association, 
said, “Differences of one’s ideas about 
translation are perfectly legitimate but 
the idea of burning God’s word is repul- 
sive to every thoughtful Christian.” On 
the other hand, people generally regarded 
the observances held this fall in connec- 
tion with the reception of the new RSV 
Bible as the most significant religious 
events held within the state in recent 
years. 


Enthusiasm Greets Guidance 
Clinic at Flora Macdonald 


Flora Macdonald college’s vocational 





appointment. 


FIRST IN AMERICA 


Flora Macdonald College is the first church-related college in America to 
offer the facilities of a Vocational Guidance Clinic using Modern Psychological 
Techniques with a Christian Philosophy of Vocation to people outside the 
college community. This service is offered without charge to High School 
Juniors and Seniors in cooperation with the local churches. 


RODGER DECKER, Director, Vocational Guidance Clinic 
Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs, N. C. 
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guidance clinic is meeting with wide- 
spread approval and the calendar of ap- 
pointments is filled up for some weeks 


to come. This clinic is said to be the 
first of its kind in the country to be as- 
sociated with a church-related college. 
Roger Decker is directing the work under 
the general supervision of Dallas H. 
Smith of the General Assembly’s Board 
of Christian Education. 


Concord Presbytery Has 
Camp Near Old Fort 

A 600-acre tract adjacent to Pisgah 
National Forest near Old Fort has been 
converted by Concord Presbytery into its 
own camp site for youth and other kind 
of conferences. The camp was made pos- 
sible by an $85,000 gift from Elder R. 
D. Grier of Statesville plus $15,000 from 
the presbytery. Built of timber cut from 
the tract, it offers facilities for 170 to 
sleep and unusual opportunities for the 
presbytery’s group assemblies. 


New Work Opened Up in 
Eastern North Carolina 

Oak Grove church was recently organ- 
ized in Wilmington Presbytery. The 
Little Chapel on the Boardwalk at 
Wrightsville Beach is in process of or- 
ganization. The Village Chapel, begun 
recently by the First church, Fayette- 
ville, is already looking toward formal 
organization. Between Fayetteville and 
Fort Bragg a chapel has been started in 
the Bonnie Doone area. Two new church 
buildings recently dedicated in Fayett- 
ville Presbytery were the LaFayette 
chapel near Fayetteville and the Bunn- 
level church. 


Church Provides Opportunity 
For College Acquaintance 


Christian College Day was held in St. 
Andrews-Covenant church in Wilmington 
on a late Sunday in November. Represen- 
tatives from church colleges within the 
synod were invited to a “Coffee and Coke 
Hour” to meet high school juniors and 
seniors of the Presbyterian churches in 
Wilmington. Representatives from Flora 
Macdonald, Queens, Montreat, David- 
son, Peace and Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege met and talked with prospective 
students. 
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Miscellany 


Three churches near Statesville (New 
Salem, Shiloh and Elmwood) are in- 
augurating the Larger Parish Plan, with 
several other churches expected to join 
them. . . . Presbyterian Junior College 
is entering the final stages of its $300,- 
000 endowment campaign with approx- 
imately $200,000 raised to date... . 


Forty-seven counties in the state have 
been organized for the Christian Rural 
Overseas Program (CROP) and collec- 
tions of farm commodities to date are 
valued at $57,500. . . . Lawrence W. 
Bottoms, of the Church Extension staff, 
Atlanta, was in Wilmington Presbytery 
recently, looking toward the expansion 
of work among Negroes. . . . Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery has two training centers 


where teachers may visit: the kinder- 
garten department at Caldwell Memorial 
and an adult class at First Presbyterian 
in Charlotte. . . . The Hendersonville 
church celebrated its centennial anni- 
versary late in November with a special 
observance. 


E. D. W1THERSPOON 
Wilmington, N. C. 
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NEW YEAR’S 
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In order that I may carry out this resolution, I promise today to write for information to 
the Board of Christian Education, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia, or to one of the col- 
leges or seminaries listed below: 


Senior Colleges President Location 
ME TON g metiinsenscmues Wallace M. Alston_____-___-_ Decatur, Ga. 
PE. Ce Batesville, Ark. 
p — eae 2. B. Seen... Sherman, Texas 
ES ee G. T. Gilles. ........4<... Jackson, Miss. 
OS ee ere ae Walter A. Groves_______-__ Danville, Ky. 
ea eee John R. Cunningham________ Davidson, N.C. 
Davis and Elkins___________ Rh} ee Elkins, W. Va. 
Flora Macdonald —________- Marshall Woodson _-__--_---_ Red Springs, N.C. 
Hampden-Sydney —_-------- Edgar G. Gammon-_-_-_-___--- Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
ee eae i. & SU melee Bristol, Tenn. 
ete Belews... ne Preaek 3B. Lews............. Staunton, Va. 
eee J. R.. MeGregor............- Montreat, N.C. 
(ae: Marshall W. Brown___--_-_-__ Clinton, S.C. 
I Charlton C. Jernigan_______ Charlotte, N.C. 
Southwestern —-...-.._____ Peyton N. Rhodes_______-__ Memphis, Tenn. 
es ee Sam Burney Hay_-------_ Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Weetmmeie? ....6..2..... Whuem W. Hall .......... Fulton, Mo. 
Junior Colleges 
Le ne Robert G. Landolt__________ Jackson, Ky. 
EGQE-MEOGMEO oon cwecccun Fletcher Nelson______-__-_-_ Banner Elk, N.C. 
Eee: John Montgomery _-____-____Statesville, N.C. 
ON a William C. Pressly_________ Raleigh, N.C 
Presbyterian Junior —_____ Louis C. LaMotte_________-_ Maxton, N.C. 
Schreiner Institute ________ Andrew Edington __________ Kerrville, Texas 
Theological Seminaries 
Austin Theological ________ OE Bs, NE ain: Austin, Texas 
Columbia Theological ______ J. McDowell Richards _____ Decatur, Ga. 
Louisville Presbyterian _._.F. H. Caldwell ____________ Louisville, Ky. 


Union Theological 


Assembly’s Training School_.H. Wade DuBose 


Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr. ----- Richmond, Va. 
siiadisuiaisoas Richmond, Va. 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 


P.O. Box 1176 
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Hunter B. Blakely, Secretary 


Richmond 9, Virginia 
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Niemoeller Tells Christian 
Youth To Love Enemies 

Kottayam, India (RNS)—Pastor Mar- 
tin Niemoeller of Germany warned the 
third World Conference of Christian 
Youth here that, like Christ, “the church 
must gain victory through love, even of 
her enemies.” 

He called Jesus an “‘extremely disturb- 
ing element” in the modern world. Said 
he: 

“This world will continue as an _ in- 
human one as long as Jesus Christ can- 
not be tolerated in it, Christians will 
remain strangers and suspected people, 
and persecution will be the normal state 
of the church.” 


Reminding the more than 300 delegates 
representing Christian youth and student 
organizations of 55 nations that “the cru- 
cifixion of Christ was the last desperate 
act of self-defense by an inhuman world 
which would not part with its inhuman- 
ity.” Dr. Niemoeller added: 

“The church not persecuted may well 
ask herself if she really is the church.” 
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Thirty-three completely planned 
services speaking directly to young 
people everywhere — offering them 
wise counsel in planning their lives 
and dependable guidance in becom- 
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No. 23 in a series on congregational singing 


150 Basic Hymns: Continued 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


VII. The Gathering Stream of British 
Ilymnody. 

Although many British congregations 
from the time of the Reformation (early 
16th cent.) until the time of Isaac Watts 
(early 18th cent.) sang only metrical Old 
Testament psalms, there were during this 
period hymn writers who wanted to ex- 
press their devotion in New Testament 
thought. So for many years in the British 
Isles these isolated streams of lyric ex- 
pression had been gathering. 


(10) * 
35. All praise to thee, my God. Ken. 
pub. 1692. 32 
36. While shepherds watched their 
flocks. Tate. 1700. 80 
(9)* 
37. The first Noel. Anon. 72 


38. The spacious firmament on high. 


Addison. 1712. 57 
(S)* 
39. Be thou my vision. Anon. ancient 
Irish. 174 
40. He who would valiant be. Bunyan. 
1684. 193 
VIII. Watts’ Psalms and Hymns. 


Isaac Watts (1674-1748), frequently 
called the “Father of English Hymnody,” 
is generally credited with being mainly 
responsible for loosening the exclusive 
hold of metrical psalms in the English 
Church. His great hymns such as ‘When 
I survey the wondrous cross” and his 
Christianized psalms such as “Jesus shall 
reign” (Ps. 72) speeded the emancipa- 


tion. His essays on the need for renova- 
tion of psalmody also paved the way. 
(10) 
41. From all that dwell below the skies. 
Watts. 1719. 4 
42. Jesus shall reign where’er the sun. 
Watts. 1719. 267 
43. Our God, our help in ages past. 
Watts. 1719. 40 
44. When I survey the wondrous cross. 
Watts. 1707. 97 
(9) 


45. Joy to the world. Watts. 1719. 65 
*(10) indicates that the hymns listed ap- 
pear in all ten standard hymnals examined; 
(9) indicates that they appear in nine of 
the ten; (S) marks those chosen by Dr. 
Sydnor. Numbers listed after the hymn 


show those appearing in the Hymnal for 
Christian Worship, edited by Dr. Sydnor. 
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IX. The Hymns of the Wesleys. 
The Wesley brothers, John (1703- 
1791) and Charles (1707-1788), went 
the length and breadth of Britain preach- 
ing and singing the Gospel of Christ. 
In this Great Awakening Charles was the 
hymn writer, having composed over 6,500 
hymns. John translated some fine Ger- 
man texts (see “Give to the winds thy 
fears”). Both men were keenly aware 
of the need for an educational approach 
to evangelistic music. For this reason 
their revival music has lasted and has 
met the tests of centuries. 
(10) 
46. Hark! the herald angels sing. C. 
Wesley. 1739. 66 
47. Jesus, Lover of my soul. 
1740. 153 


48. Love divine, all loves excelling. C. 
Wesley. 1747. 176 


C. Wesley. 


9) 

49. Christ the Lord is risen today. C. 
Wesley. 1739. 102 

50. Christ whose glory fills the skies. 
C. Wesley. 1740. 20 

51. O for a thousand tongues to sing. 
C. Wesley. 1739. 112 

52. Soldiers of Christ, arise. 
ley. 1749. 187 


X. 18th Century British Hymnody. 


In addition to the outstanding works 
of Watts and the Wesleys, the 18th cen- 
tury produced countless other hymn 
writers, notably the two Calvinists, Cow- 
per and Newton, who in 1779 issued a 
collection called “Olney Hymns.” The 
winnowing process of the years has left 
us the following choice hymns. 


C. Wes- 


(10 
53. All hail the power of Jesus’ Name. 


Perronet. 1779. 114 

54. Glorious things of thee are spoken. 
Newton. 1779. 231 

55. God moves in a mysterious way. 
Cowper. 1774. 45 


56. How sweet the name of Jesus 
sounds. Newton. 1779. 185 

57. O come, all ye faithful. Anon. (pos- 
sibly French origin) 69 

58. Rock of Ages. Toplady. 1776. 147 


(9) 
59. Children of the heavenly King. 
Cennick. 1742. 236 
60. Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah. 


Williams. 1745. 158 
61. How firm a foundation. Anon. 1787. 
212 


62. Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing. 
Faweett. 1773. 13 

63. O for a closer walk with God. Cow- 
per. 1769. 172 

64. O God of Bethel, by whose hand. 
Doddridge. 1736. 52 

65. Praise the Lord, ye heavens adore 
him. Anon. 1796. 2 


(S) 
66. Amazing grace, how sweet the 
sound. Newton. 1779. 179 
67. Come, Thou Almighty King. Anon. 
c.1757. 12 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Witnesses of His Glory 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 18, 1953 
Matthew 17. Print vss. 1-8, 14-18 


Our lesson this week centers around 
the vision of Jesus’ glory which came to 
three of Jesus’ disciples on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. 


The Time 


Luke tells us that it was about eight 
days after Peter had confessed that Jesus 
was the Son of God and Jesus had told 
them for the first time that it was neces- 
sary for him to die. Matthew and Mark 
are more exact. It was six days after— 
probably six full days. Luke gives the 
fractional days, including the day when 
Peter made his confession and the day 
of the transfiguration. The careful dat- 
ing on the part of all three calls attention 
to the fact that the second scene can be 
understood only in relation to the first. 


The Witnesses 

Jesus took with him Peter, James and 
John. On a previous occasion he had 
taken these same disciples into the room 
where he had raised the daughter of 
Jairus. Evidently they were the most 
capable of understanding and the most 
sympathetic among the Twelve. Peter’s 
presumptuous rebuke to Jesus for think- 
ing and speaking of his death might indi- 
cate the contrary, but no doubt he was ex- 
pressing the common mind of the Twelve. 
Certainly these three were the natural 
leaders of the group. Later the same trio 
accompanied him into the Garden of 
Gethsemane. 


The Scene 


Matthew and Mark tell us that Jesus 
took them up on a high mountain. Luke 
says he went up into “the mountain.” 
This would naturally mean the mountain 
near Caesarea Philippi, Mount Hermon, 
the highest mountain in Palestine. It 
rises over 9,000 feet, and its summit is 
perpetually covered with snow. Jesus 
no doubt ascended to one of the spurs of 
this mountain. The expression, he “led 
them up a high mountain apart,” means 
that he took them where they could be 
alone, by themselves. 


The Purpose 

Luke tells us that Jesus went up into 
the mountain to pray. As he had prayed 
in the other great crises of his life (Luke 
3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18), so now he prays 
in this critical time when he has definitely 
announced his decision to go to his death 
and is seeking to impress upon his dis- 
ciples the unwelcome fact that it is nec- 
essary for the Messiah to be crucified. 
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And that is not all. If Peter and the rest 
were shocked at the idea that Jesus must 
suffer, we can be sure that they were 
utterly dismayed at his further words 
concerning the cost of discipleship. They 
had come to a critical point in their spirit- 
ual development. It was for this reason, 
no doubt, that one week later, Jesus took 
the leaders of the group up into a se- 
cluded place in the hills that they might 
spend some time in prayer. At any rate 
this point is important. Jesus went up into 
the mountain, not to be transfigured, but 
to pray. The transfiguration was a re- 
sult, an unexpected result, no doubt, of 
his intense communion with the Father. 
The object of his prayer is not revealed. 
But the subsequent vision indicates that 
it had to do with his death—his decision 
to go to Jerusalem and face the cross. 
He prayed probably not for himself, but 
for his disciples, that their faith might 
not fail in the severe crisis which he saw 
ahead. 

Each individual must learn to come 
alone into God’s presence. But there are 
times when a spiritual retreat, in which 
two or three join their prayers with the 
Master, is of inestimable value. And so 
here. 

The Transfiguration 

For he “‘was transfigured before them, 
and his face shone like the sun, and his 
garments became white as light.” It was 
some time during the night, for (1) night 
was generally the time of his retirement 
for prayer; (2) the disciples were heavy 
with sleep and had to struggle to keep 
themselves awake; and (3) they descend- 
ed the mountain the next day, i.e., after 
spending the night on the summit. Luke 
tells us that Peter and they that were with 
him (a clear indication of Peter’s dom- 
inant personality) were heavy with sleep; 
but when they were fully awake they saw 
his glory (KJV). If this is the correct 
translation, it would appear that Jesus 
prayed through the night as on other 
occasions; Peter and his companions 
could not endure so long a spiritual vigil 
and so fell asleep. Toward morning they 
awoke and saw the results of Jesus’ pro- 
longed fellowship with the Father. Some 
students of the Greek, however, under- 
stand Luke’s expression to mean that the 
three disciples remained awake in spite 
of being heavy with sleep, and in the 
RSV it is so translated. In any case, 
it is important to note that the trans- 
figuration took place, as Luke plainly 
tells us while Jesus was praying. 


Dr. Merrill, in his devotional book, 
The Way, wrote: 

“We do not know what form his prayer 
took, but the result was that he was 
changed. This is always the true and 
great result of real prayer. It may not 
change circumstances. It may not affect 
outward conditions. But it changes the 
one who prays. Paul prayed three times 
that the thorn might be removed. It was 
not removed. But he heard within his 
soul a divine voice, ‘My grace is sufficient 
for thee,’ and he learned to say, ‘I can do 
all things in him that strengtheneth me.’ 
The true miracle of prayer is that wrought 
within the soul of the one who prays.” 

As the disciples looked, it seemed as 
if the fashion of Jesus’ face had altered. 
Matthew says that his face shone as the 
sun. Even his garments were white and 
dazzling, glittering as the mountain snow 
in the blazing sunlight. We do not 
know the exact nature of this transforma- 
tion. Erdman thinks it was a glory from 
within, which burst without and irradi- 
ated his whole being. Dr. Salmond re- 
minds us that the Old Testament has its 
parallel case in the shining of the face of 
Moses, which came from his talking with 
the Lord on the Mount (Exodus 34:29). 
So also the face of Stephen was seen 
“like the face of an angel” (Acts 6:15). 
There are other historic instances, too, 
of a transfiguration of the countenance 
which came from rapt communion with 
God. Dr. A. S. Martin, on the other 
hand, seems to think of a light that shone 
upon him from without: 

“To his disciples it seemed as if a divine 
splendor beamed around him, lighting up 
the departing darkness, imparting its 
brightness to his raiment, and suffusing 
his features with a wondrous lustre so 
that he appeared to be transformed.” 

The Heavenly Visitants 

Peter and his companions saw that 
Jesus talked with Moses and Elijah, who 
appeared in glory, and—note this, for it 
is important—they talked with him “of 
his departure which he was to accom- 
plish in Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31). As 
William H. Taylor points out: 

“They say nothing of the glory of his 
miracles; they utter no word about any 
earthly monarchy, such as that which his 
followers supposed he was about to found; 
they have no conference concerning the 
conquest of Israel’s Roman oppressors; 
they speak only of ‘the decease which he 
should accomplish at Jerusalem.’ ” 

Why Moses and Elijah? It may be in 
part because Elijah had been translated, 
and it was popularly held that Moses had 
likewise never seen death. Both, it was 
generally held, would some day return to 
earth. But there is a more important 
reason. Moses was the representative of 
the law, and Elijah of the prophets. 
Both law and prophets had spoken of the 
Messiah and by type and prophecy had 
foretold his death. Moses and Elijah 
speak of his decease because in this way 
he was to fulfill both the law and the 
prophets; this, no doubt, had been his 
frequent thought. 
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The disciples gazed in wonder, but 
when the heavenly visitors made as if 
they would go, Peter blurted out im- 
pulsively, not knowing what he said, nor 
realizing how foolish it was to expect to 
retain on earth those who dwelt in heaven, 
“Master, it is good for us to be here; let 
us make three booths, one for thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” It 
was a foolish suggestion, but still Peter 
desired only to do honor to his Master 
and the other two. “Surely it was good 
for him and his brethren to be in the 
presence of this august trio.” All of us 
would like to prolong intense spiritual 
experiences if we could—to stay on the 
mountain-top rather than to descend into 
the valley. 


The Divine Theophany 

Even while Peter spake, as if in answer 
indeed, there came a cloud and over- 
shadowed them. “In the Old Testa- 
ment,” Dr. Bartlett writes in the Century 
Bible on Mark, “the cloud is associated 
with special manifestations of God, as 
in the wilderness and at the dedication 
of the temple (cf. Exodus 13:31; 16:10, 
19; 9:16; 24:15; 40:34; I Kings 8:10- 
11). The later Jewish writings indicate 
that there was a belief that it was to re- 
appear in the time of the Messiah.” Out 
of the cloud there came a voice, “This is 
my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased ; listen to him.” Peter had thought 
it was wise to retain on earth Elijah and 
Moses, the representatives of the law and 
the prophets. The voice from the cloud 
said, “This is my beloved Son, listen 
to him,” as though in him law and 
prophets had received their final fulfill- 
ment. 

The Road Back 

The disciples could not remain forever 
on the mount of vision. In spite of 
Peter’s desire, it was necessary to return 
to the valley, where human problems re- 
mained to be solved. As they were com- 
ing down, Jesus instructed them to tell 
no man of the vision they had seen, until 
after they had seen the Son of Man risen 
from the dead. It would have aroused 
false expectations. The crowd would 
have clamored for a political Messiah as 
they had done following the feeding of 
the 5,000. 

Meanwhile the disciples were troubled 
with a theological problem. The scribes 
taught, on the basis of Malachi 3:1ff and 
4:5 that Elijah would appear before 
the Messiah, but Elijah had appeared 
only momentarily, and the Messiah was 
now here. It was all a difficult puzzle 
until Jesus untangled it. “Elijah, in 
the sense meant by Malachi (Elijah in 
spirit and the forerunner of the Messiah), 
had indeed come, though the scribes knew 
him not, but they (the scribes, and 
Herod and Herodias) did to this Elijah 
what they wished. That is to say, they 
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had put him to death.” ‘So also,” 
Jesus predicted, “the Son of Man will 
suffer at their hands.” Then the dis- 
ciples understood that he was speaking 
to them of John the Baptist. 

When Jesus returned to the place 
where he had left the other nine dis- 
ciples, he found them surrounded by a 
great crowd, arguing with the scribes, 
who had utilized their failure to heal an 
epileptic boy (so it is correctly rendered 
by the RSV as over against the “lunatick” 
of the KJV) to discredit their Master. 
Jesus rebuked them for their lack of 
faith and cast the demon out of the boy. 

Then the disciples came to Jesus pri- 
vately and said, “Why could not we cast 
it out?” He said to them, “Because of 
your little faith. For truly, I say to you, 
if you have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘move 
hence to yonder place,’ and it will move; 
and nothing will be impossible to you.” 

It should be clear to everyone that 
Jesus purposely uses hyperbole here as 
elsewhere to bring out his point. Faith 
does not move physical mountains by 
some sort of legerdemain, and it is well 
that this is so, for otherwise mountains 
would be forever on the move, pulled here 
and there by the tug of opposing faiths. 
And yet some have so interpreted Jesus’ 
words. John J. Bunting, Jr., describes 
an incident which occurred in the child- 
hood of Somerset Maugham, which seems 
to have been the key event in alienating 
this popular teller of tales from the 
church and its faith. Maugham’s child- 
hood, it seems, was made miserable by 
his habit of stammering. ‘Having been 
assured by his uncle (a clergyman) that 
prayer could literally move mountains 
and accomplish similar miracles, he 
prayed one night that God would take 
away his speech impediment. He writes 
of the result, ‘I woke full of exultation 
and it was a real, a terrible shock, when 
I discovered that I stammered as badly 
as ever.’ A Christian educator interested 
in the correct conception of prayer for 
the growing child,” comments Dr. Bunt- 
ing, “could hardly find a more vivid il- 
lustration than this of the wrong method 
in teaching a child the efficacy of prayer.” 
(Religion in Life, Vol. XXI, No. 3, p. 
404) 

Faith in its own proper sphere can ac- 
complish the seemingly impossible, and 
faith operating with steam shovels can 
literally move mountains. 

Writing on “Christian Faith and Psy- 
choterapy,” Leslie Weatherhead says: 

“Christ’s miracles do not illustrate any 
rupture of law. They are expressions of 
the wealth of those laws which operate on 
the plane on which he lived, and probably 
Christ’s healing power was due to the 
quality of his spiritual life. One remem- 
bers his comment when the disciples ex- 
pressed their own failure to cure the epi- 


leptic at the foot of Mount Hermon. ‘Why 
could not we cast it out?’ they asked. 


‘Your 


Christ’s answer amounted to this: 
spiritual life is not of a high enough qual- 
ity for the requisite energy to be re- 


leased.’ ” (Religion in Life, Vol. XXI, 
No. 4, p. 489) 

Perhaps that is our trouble too. 

Communion with Elijah and Moses on 
the mountain top, God’s voice in appro- 
bation—peace to a distraught father, 
health to a suffering boy, the limitless 
possibilities of faith—and the cross 
ahead, this was the new revelation that 
Peter, James and John had gained of 
their Lord. 


The Abiding Truths 

1. The person of Jesus. Peter had 
confessed that Jesus was the Son of God. 
But his faith would be severely shaken in 
the days that were to follow. Here he 
heard the divine attestation of that fact: 
“This is my Son.” Consider the supreme 
importance of this truth in the testimony 
of the church. Is this a fundamental 
doctrine for the church to maintain today 
in the present crisis of civilization? Why? 

2. The message of Jesus. Peter was 
eager to remain in the presence of Elijah 
and Moses, the representatives of the law 
and the prophets, but the voice from the 
cloud said, “This is my Son, listen to 
him.” Jesus fulfills the law and the 
prophets. God who spoke in divers por- 
tions and in divers manners, has spoken 
to us in these latter days through his 
Son. Consider Jesus’ message. He brings 
us the complete and final revelation of 
the Father. We are to listen to him, and 
not to the voice of any man in place of 
him. Is this a fundamental doctrine for 
the church to proclaim today? Why? 

3. The death of Jesus. Peter was of- 
fended by the prophecy of Jesus’ death. 
None of the disciples was able to take it 
in. We see from this scene that his death 
was in accordance with the teachings of 
the law and the prophets, and that it re- 
ceived the approval of God. Consider 
the importance of Jesus’ death. Is this 
a fundamental doctrine for the church to 
maintain today? Why? 

4. The coming glory of Jesus. On the 
mountain of transfiguration Peter re- 
ceived an intimation of the future glory 
that awaited Christ. But “we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him” 
(I Jn 3:2). Consider the importance of 
that future glory which we shall share 
with Jesus. Is this a fundamenaal doc- 
trine for the church to proclaim today? 
Why? 

5. The present service of Jesus. Peter 
wanted to build tabernacles on the moun- 
tain and remain there. But in the valley 
there was a boy to be healed, and they 
must needs leave the mount of trans- 
figuration. Vision must be followed by 
service. Is this a fundamental doctrine 
for the church to proclaim today? What 
are the demons that most need to be cast 
out of our society? Why have we failed? 
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BOOK NOTES 





P. T. FORSYTH: PROPHET FOR TO- 
DAY. By Robert McAfee Brown. West- 


minister Press, Philadelphia. 186 pp., 
$3.50. 
This exceedingly interesting book, 


written by the chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Religion, Macalester College, is 
a marked contribution to the religious 
thinking of our day. Written about the 
faith of a man who lived from 1848- 
1921, in that period which was “a time 
of muddled theological thinking,” the 
book speaks directly to our day which is 
not noted for any great clarity of thought 
in the field of theology. 

Peter Taylor Forsyth was a man of 
Scottish extraction who, refusing to be 
bound by traditions of the past or by the 
present demands of conformity, dared to 
venture in the field of independent 
thought. At first a liberal, his later and 
mature thought resulted in a more posi- 
tive and evangelical position. Holding 
to the best in liberalism, he also shared 
in the deep understanding that the Re- 
formers and Protestants have of sin. 
Basic to and fashioning his theological 
concepts was the gift of God’s grace. 
“Forsyth’s theme is God’s free gift of 
himself to man, to man who does not 
deserve this gift . . . and he seeks to 
drive home the implications of this gos- 
pel for the various spheres of modern 
life.” 

His is a positive and constructive note 
badly needed in our times. He strikes 
that note of God’s grace as he faces the 
Word and the World, the Cross and its 
Christ, the Church and its Authority, 
Christian Ethics, and the Meaning of 
History. The book is in no sense a dry 
theological treatise. It is warmly evan- 
gelical, inspiring, and interesting from 
its first word to its last. It should be 


widely read. 
oo E. D. W1THERSPOON 
Wilmington, N. C. 





RADIO 


“Facing These Days 
Without Fear’ 


SYNODS EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
Week of January 11 


SYNOD SPEAKER 
North Carolina Rev. J. Murphy Smith 
Georgia Dr. Wallace M. Alston 
Arkansas Rev. J. W. Bryson 


Mississippi Dr. J. Kelly Unger 


Check local station for time 


Produced in cooperation with 
Division cf Radio and Television 


BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
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rollicking love of fun and showmanship. 
The story leads us through the struggles 
of the young man to find himself. He 
was never able to get away from the 
words of Kurt Geitzen his captor on a 
German submarine, ‘“‘A man needs great 
heights or he suffocates,” he told Jubal. 
“The world presses him down unless he 
knows a reverse force of gravity which 
draws him upward from his small self, 
and his companions and the world.” 
Jubal proved this in his own life. 

A Hungry Man Dreams might have 
been titled “A Hungry Man Refuses 
to Eat.”’ It will be enjoyed by the whole 
family, so deserves a place on the book- 
shelf. In Jubal’s wanderings many of 
us may find our own search for Life’s 
fulfillment mirrored. 

Mrs. VERNON CRAWFORD 
Milledgeville, Ga. 


A HUNGRY MAN DREAMS. By Mar- 
garet Lee Runbeck. Houghton - Mifflin, 
Boston. 373 pp., $3.50. 


This new novel by Margaret Lee Run- 
beck is written in her own inimitable style. 
The first sentence rings a bell, “Papa 
loved to slap up quick billboard pictures 
with his big paintbrush of a voice.” 

The story is that of young Jubal Our, 
son of Lucille and Henry Our, two strong 
personalities whose philosophies of life 
were poles apart. Each attempted to 
dominate their son but succeeded only in 
having him torn between the two of them. 
Lucille gave her son a deep religious cur- 
rent, against which he consciously re- 
belled, and from her he also inherited the 
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ability to arouse men to worship. Henry, 
his German immigrant father, passed on 
to his gifted son a love and talent for 
music, the ability to make money, and a 


SPIRITUAL REVOLUTION. Pierce 
Harris. Doubleday, 1952. 191 pp., $2.75. 


The author finds America guilty of 
four of the five weaknesses causing the 
downfall of Rome. These are: moral 
breakdown of the home; burdensome tax- 
ation; craze for excitement; emphasis on 
armaments while disregarding internal 
decay; and decline of religion. He asserts 
that America is not letting religion de- 
cline. 

Sometimes repetitious, sometimes con- 
tradictory, and often platitudinous, the 
Atlanta preacher uses his easy pulpit and 
newspaper column style in drawing a 
fairly interesting comparison between 
America and ancient Rome. 

Frep A. HopKINS 
York, S.C. 


CLAS SIFIED 





SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 


BOOKS 


FREE Catalog of Used and Out-of-Print 

Religious Books! Send postal card to- 
day. Baker Book House, Dept. PO, Grand 
Rapids 6, Michigan. 


WANTED 


UNIVERSITY CHURCH is seeking ordain- 
ed minister who will serve as Church 
Executive Secretary and Assistant Pastor. 
Write Box B-2, Presbyterian Outlook. Re- 
plies will be held in strict confidence. 





AMERICA’S FAVORITE 
RELIGIOUS CREETINGS j 





1 Funes pit? 


Sunshine Line” Bible Verse cards are pervaded 3 
by the themes of Faith-Love-Fellowship; and 3 
cheerful Christian philosophy—without doctrinal ; 
bias. Yet, they offer the tops in value too; are j 
right up to date in quality and design! : 
Theres a “Sunshine Line’ box assortment for every need- 
Birthday. Get-Well, Cheer and Hello. Sympathy, Baby Cén- 4 
gratulations Correspondence Notes. at prices of 65<. $100. J 
ond $125 Ask for descriptive circular No 133R 7 
Order G3753 to get our 21-folder All-Occasion “leader.” 4 
Order C1753 for 21 All-Birthday folders. : 
Order G2753 for 21 All Get-Well folders. 


Only $1.00 a box 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Marshall W. Doggett, Jr., formerly 
of Williamson, W. Va., is beginning his 
new work as pastor at Donna, Texas. 

W. Frank McElroy from Mutoto to 
APCM, Kasha, Luputa, Congo Belge, 
Africa. 

Hugh E. Powel, formerly of Oak- 
land, Fla., is now in Clearwater, Fla., 
where he will lead in the organization of 
a church in the Skycrest area. 

John C. B. McLaughlin, Keyser, W. 
Va., will become pastor of the New Prov- 
idence church, Raphine, Va., February 
1. His late father was pastor of the 
same church from 1909 to 1925. 








Ss. C. CONVOCATION 

Speakers at the annual convocation of 
ministers of the Synod of South Carolina 
Jan. 12-13 will be Julian Price Love, 
Louisville Seminary, on the Acts of the 
Apostles; Dr. A. Kemp Fiddler of Tide- 
water Sanatorium, Beaufort, S. C., on 
“The Church and Alcoholism”; and 
Hubert V. Taylor, Central church, At- 
lanta, on “The Theory of Worship.” The 
Columbia Seminary choir, under Mr. 
Taylor’s direction, will sing during the 
convocation. 


ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 

Wallace M. Alston, president of 
Agnes Scott College, was recently named 
president of the Southern Association of 
Colleges for Women. 


1953 GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The pre-Assembly conference on evan- 
gelism at Montreat, N. C., next June 3- 
4 will be featured by addresses by Louis 
Evans, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Hollywood, Calif. George E. 
Sweazey of the USA church and Albert 
Kelly of the United Presbyterian Church 
will lead seminars at the same time. 


LECTURES ON PREACHING 
Frank H. Caldwell, president of 


Louisville Seminary, who will deliver 


MARY 
BALDWIN 
COLLEGE 


Announcing four competitive scholarships for 
$2,800 each ($700 renewable annually). Ap- 
plications due February 10, 1953. Write 
Scholarship Committee for details. 

Fully accredited, four-year Liberal Arts 
college for women. A.B. degree. Broad cur- 
riculum, small classes, individual guidance. 
Music, art, languages, nursery school ed. 
Beautiful campus in Shenandoah Valley. 
For catalog and viewbook write, Registrar, 
Dept. K. 

FRANK B. LEWIS, Ph. D., Pres. 
Staunton, Virginia 





the lectures on preaching at San Fran- 
cisco Seminary Jan. 12-16, will speak on 
“The Dynamics of Angular Preaching.” 


DREs 


Mrs. Edward Pavelchak (Catherine 
Eblen), formerly with the First church, 
Lake Charles, La., is now at the home of 
her parents in New Orleans while her 


husband is with the U. S. Army in Ger- 
many. 

Elizabeth Glasscock from Richmond, 
Va., to Box 1020, Dallas 1, Texas. 


TEXAS STATED CLERK 


E. A. Dean is stated clerk of the 
Synod of Texas, at 712 Scarbrough Bldg., 
Austin 1. 





Expenses low 


3400 Brook Road 


The General Assembly’s Training School 


Offers Excellent Preparation for a Church Vocation 
Faculty outstanding @ Work accredited 
e Graduates in great demand 
Write for information 
HENRY WADE DUBOSE, President 


Richmond 27, Va. 








EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1953 


Primary emphasis upon individual growth in an atmosphere 


of alert scholarship and genuine Christian concern. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








A Living Investment 
in American Youth 


e Fully Accredited; In 
e Military Training for 


Clinton, S. C. 


e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
Liberal Arts Tradition 


Reserve Commissions 


Presbyterian College 


Marshall W. Brown, President 











DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 
A four-year college for men and women. 


Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and Sec- 
ondary Schools. 


Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 


Personal interest in the individual stu- 
dent. 


Beautiful campus; bracing _climate ; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 


A splendidly trained faculty of Christian 
men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 





Stillman College 
Needs 


$15,000 this school year for 105 
part-time scholarships. 


YOU CAN HELP 


these worthy youths get an education that is 
soundly Christian 


by sending your check to 
Stillman College Scholarship Fund 
Samuel Burney Hay, President 


Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 








Box 38R. 





Christian emphasis @ Educational excellence @ Friendly personal attention 
Small classes @ Tests and guidance @ College, Business Administration, Preparatory 
Apartments for married students @ Korean veterans 
Second semester begins January 28, 1953 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Maxton, North Carolina 
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